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USDOE GERMANTOWN 
USDOE WASHDC 
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SUBJECT: ANTHONY DECLARES THAT RANGER MINE NEEDED TO FILL URANIUM 
CONTRACTS 

REF: (A) 77 CANBERRA 08866 (DTG 200506Z DEC 77), 

(B) 77 CANBERRA 0912 (DTG 210649Z DEC 77) 
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1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER 
FOR TRADE AND RESOURCES, ANTHONY, TOLD PARLIAMENT ON MARCH 7 
THAT UNLESS THE RANGER URANIUM DEPOSITS WERE DEVELOPED AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE, AUSTRALIA MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO HONOR 
EXISTING CONTRACTS WITH OVERSEAS BUYERS. ANTHONY SAID 
THAT AUSTRALIA STILL 3,000 SHORT TONS SHORT OF FUL- 
FILLING URANIUM CONTRACTS AND THAT SITUATION COULD 
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BECOME SERIOUS BY 1981-82. HE ADDED THAT, "THIS ONLY 
HEIGHTENS THE IMPORTANCE OF DEVELOPING THE RANGER MINE 
AS SOON AS IT IS POSSIBLE TO DO SO AFTER ALL THE 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH PARTIES TO WHICH THE GOVERNMENT 
HAS GIVEN A COMMITTMENT THAT THESE NEGOTIATIONS WOULD 
TAKE PLACE." 

2. ANTHONY SAID THAT CONTRACTS INVOLVING MARY KATHLEEN 
MINE. QUEENSLAND MINES AND THE RANGER PARTNERS WERE FOR 
ABOUT 1 1,700 SHORT TONS OF URANIUM TO BE DELIVERED UP 

TO 1986. HE ADDED THAT PART OF THE COMMITMENT HAD BEEN 
MET BY EXPORTS FROM MARY KATHLEEN AND PARTLY FROM THE 
GOVERNMENT STOCKPILE, BUT THE RESERVE AT MARY KATHLEEN 
WAS ONLY 6,500 SHORT TONS AND THE GOVERNMENT STOCKPILE 
WAS 2,000 SHORT TONS. HE CONCLUDED THAT IF ONE WERE 
TO "DO HIS SUMS" IT WOULD BE CLEAR THAT THERE COULD BE 
A 3,000 TONNE SHORTFALL AND ADDED THAT THE SITUATION 
WAS MADE MORE CRITICAL BY THE FACT THAT THE RATE OF 
DELIVERY FROM MARY KATHLEEN IS SPREAD OVER THE WHOLE 
PERIOD THROUGH 1986. 

3. ANTHONY ALSO TOLD A PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONER THAT 

HE WAS PLEASED THAT THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT HAD ACCEPTED 
THAT CONTRACTS ENTERED INTO BY MINING COMPANIES BEFORE 
1972 SHOULD BE HONORED. END UNCLASSIFIED. 
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4. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. COMMENT: PETER FIELDS, 

NOW ASSISTANT SECRETARY, URANIUM EXPORTS BRANCH, 

URANIUM AND ELECTRICITY DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF TRADE 
AND RESOURCES, HAS TOLD EMBOFF THAT ANTHONY'S "SUMS" 

ARE ESSENTIALLY CORRECT. 

5. THE DEPARTMENT WILL NO DOUBT BE INTERESTED TO NOTE 
THAT FIELDS, WHO WELL KNOWN TO DEPARTMENT IN HIS 
FORMER CAPACITY AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY, NUMBER 3 BRANCH 
(METALS AND MINERALS), COMMODITY POLICY DIVISION, DOT 
(DT&R), IS ONE OF FIRST EXAMPLES OF INEVITABLE SHUFFLE 
RESULTING FROM RECENT AMALGAMATION OF DEPARTMENT OF 
OVERSEAS TRADE AND DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL RESOURCES 
INTO DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND RESOURCES (REFTELS). AS 

HIS TITLE IMPLIES, HE IS NOW WORKING FULL TIME ON 
PROBLEM OF URANIUM EXPORTS. HE PROVED TO BE A VALUABLE 
EMBASSY CONTACT IN HIS FORMER POSITION AND NO DOUBT WILL 
CONTINUE TO BE SO IN HIS NEW POSITION. END OF LIMITED 
OFFICIAL USE. 

ALSTON 
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